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U.S. Marine Corps, 26 January 1951, Dear Sir from Master
Sargeant Morgan. Interesting comment on Marines and Army
in Korean War!

Kiland, to My Dear Rafe, 24 February 1951
Comment on General Ridgway in Korea

Dear Rafe, Admiral Turner Joy from Korea, 17 August 1951
Negotiating with the Communists and Naval War College
curriculum

McCorkle to Commodore from USNA, 30 August 1951
Study of International Law at Naval Academy

Dear Rafe, Rear Admiral Don Felt, Commander Mid East Force,
2 September 1951. Perceptive comments on Mid East situation
and duties.

Rear Admiral Babe Brown's letter of 28 November 1951
Comments on Bates pool playing.
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2 January 1951

Dear Rafe,

Iillian and I greatly appreciated your
fine letter and are thoroughly enjoying our
Langlois Cheese.

The four stars came along in jig time
and, naturally, I'm very proud and happy to
have them especially when it brings such

comnents from people like you.

It sounds as though you are having some

very pleasant times, and I hope something will
bring you this way soon.

Warmest regards from us both and wishes
for a fine New Year.

Sincerely,

ZT..A-./

Rear Admiral R. W. Bates, USN (Ret.)
U.S. Naval War College
Newport, R.I.
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Dear Rafe:

It was nice to hear from ydu'by phone: I had nearly given you
up for lost again, not hearing from you at Christmas. time,

Tully Shelly is in the States on leave, staying at the Hotel.
BEdison on ¥W.46th st near Broadway, N.Y.C., until he leaves for Londen
via the "America™ on the 23rd, He and Hazel and I had lunch at an Italian
restaurant the other day and he was full of the austerity and misery that

is being felt in England at the present time: according to him it is worse
now than during the war.

How I wish I could hear your ideas on how this war is to de~
velope: are you going to be in New York in the hear future?

Did you go to the Sperry wedding(the daughter, Carolyn)?®
All good wishes for the New Year,

Sincerely,
ame———"- 1
Te .//Q_A

PS...Did you know that my old pal from the 0SS, Dennis Roberts, was

now governor of Rhode Island? He was a Lt.,, (Navy) and served in Algiers.
He used to be mayor of Providence,
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13 January 1951

Dear Rafe:

I am inclosing a copy of & letter to Major General Tom Hanley,
Secretary of the Military Academy Class of 1915. The total bill
for our party of November 24, 1950, is broken down as follows:

Food $117.30
Beverages 89.05
Cigarettes 2.0k
Flowers & Miscellaneous 6.63

Total $315.02

There were a grand total of 60 people present which makes the
bill per person come out to $3.58. The figure of $3.58 I rounded
off at $3.60 in sending Hanley a check for $72 (which was our share
for a total of 20 USNA participants). I will appreciate your sending
me a check for $3.60. I am taking you at your word in billing you
for a share of the party although it seems to me that this is something

I should not do.

The consensus of both West Point and Annapolis participents at
the November party seemed to be that another such affair in the
spring would be desirable. I will get together with Hanley and
will try to give you and other possible participants timely notice.

I am sorry that it has teken me so long to get around to billing
you for your share of the party but as long as I had settled with
Hanley there was no pressing need for attending to this part of the

business.
I hope that you can be with us at the next get-together.

Best regards,

Mol —

M. L. RING
Secretary

Commodore R. W. Bates, USN (Ret.)
Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island










UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

SOUTHERN RECRUITING DIVISION
HEADQUARTERS, DISTRICT OF OKLAHOMA CITY
Room 326 Federal Building, 3rd and Robinson Street
OKLAHOMA CITY 2, OKLA.

26 January 1¢51
Dear Sir:

I take the liberty of writing you because of your kindness in
allowing me to visit your office, last August, and because you
may be able to integrate my observations with your own, when
you summarize the Korean campaign (as I am sure you shall).

The tactical aspects of the conflict, however brilliantly they
may have been conceived and executed, never fully satisfy me.

I must know what goes on in the mind of the individual soldier,
and when I say "soldier", you know that I mean "Marine".

My current job is that of Public Information Sergeant, for the
Oklahoma City Recrulting District, with headquarters in Oklahoma
City, and I'm in a fine position to satisfy my curiosity when I
interview the wounded Korean veterans, for local newsvaper stories.

The newspapers get the horrors of frostbite and wounds, and the
heroics of fights against tremendous odds, with the brave rifleman
piling the bodies of dead Chinese around himself, 'in lieu of sand-
bags, and for any warmth they may yet contain, but what I seek to
analyze they dare not print, in view of public opinion.

I must know what motivates a man to fight aggressivly, and above
all I am constantly on the alert to determine whether our Marines
are being undermined by what I firmly believe to be a "conspiracy"
to deprive us of our "Esprit de Corps". It seems that the recent
"dog in the manger" plot has failed. As a kite rises against the
wind, so has the morale of our Marine Corvs thrived on adversity,
and so it shall always be, please God.

Knowing your sense of humor, I'm sure that you must have read the
story "The Laughter of My Father", and the rich man who claimed

that the healthy children of the vpoor man were stealing the "gpirit"
of his chicken, as they smelled it cooking in his vot. So it is
with the Army. The poor fools thought to sacrifice the Golden Goose
(The Marine Corps) on the altar of false economy, in hoves that in
the absence of the Corps their own cumbersome organization would
spawn the eggs of Tradition, Pride in Achievement, and "Esprit de
Corps". They darned near succeeded, and in the process they even
managed to lay a few eggs. I smelled them when I visited the
Pentagon, last August, and the odor has drifted back from Korea, too.

That build-up was a necessary prelude to evaluate the usual interview
which I vrivately have with the veteran, after the reporter has gone.

-1 -




SN SN TN TN SN AN N e o
OO r
Nt e N s Non” N Nt N Vsl N Naa® e eeat e e

PO POP £ POPO

o~~~

Corporal Jones, what was the mental attitude of the Marines
with whom you fought in Korea?

¥haddaya mean?

I mean, what did they talk about?

Oh, the usual things, women, liquor, food, sleep.

Did they talk about Communi sm?

Some, not much.

How about the United Nationsg?

Never heard any.

Aere they anxious to get home?

Sort of, but we figure the Job ain't done yet. We looked
forward to the next "rest area" more than Stateside.

Did you ever feel "abandoned", or verhaps that the folks at
home were not "war concious" enough?

I dunno; never looked at it that way.

How about the Army - did you ever talk about them?

Those lousy yellow B We ran our legs off, oulling
their chestnuts odt of the fire. .

How about the negro soldier?

Their service troovs are no damn good. The negro rifleman
seems to fight well with all-colored units, and mixed with
the Marines. The negro unit likes to have a Marine unit
on their flank, too, but they don't like a white Army unit
on their flank. They contend that the attitude is "let the
niggers do the dirty work". (Some disagreement on this point)

¥ho do you figure is winning, over there?

I dunno, but if I gotta go back I hope that they won't spread
our outfits out so thin. Marines fight better as a "team".

Were the Marines always "aggressive"? .

Whaddaya mean by that?

I mean, did you ever detect any hésitancy, say in your own

squad, when you were ordered after a really tough objective?
Hell no! That's the best way to do it, ain't it.

Very truly yours,

OHN J VOR Jr.c/
MsSgt. / U. S. ine Coprs
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

SOUTHERN RECRUITING DIVISION
HEADQUARTERS, DISTRICT OF OKLAHOMA CITY
Room 326 Federal Building, 3rd and Robinson Street
OKLAHOMA CITY 2, OKLA.

11 February 1951

Dear Sir:
Many thenks for your kind reply to my letter about Korga.

As you probably were aware, I was letting off "steam" in the
face of local insinuations that the Corps had committed men
to battle "untrzined". Your kind reception of my missle was
most gracious, and especially in view of the fact that I
"demoted" you.

Rest assured that I shall not be so indiscreet as to air my
personal opinions- to any other branch of the armed forces.

It is not my intention to burden you with unnecessary and
unprofitable correspondence. I realize that y~u are a very
busy man, sir, and that we have next to nothing in common,
but I shall look forward to the day when I may take the
liberty of paying you another short call - at your office.

Have always wanted to write, however, and this job is giving
me an opvortunity. You might enjoy my letter entitled
"Leader", which appears on nage 8 of the February Marine

Corps Gazette.

A truly profitable association for an advanced student would
be with my uncle, Rev. George A. MCRGAN, S.J., who is
currently the Librarian, at Weston College, Weston, Mass.
Please feel free to call upon him, at any time, for any
reference material you might need in your work. His
affiliation with colleges throuchout the country might
facilitate obtaining such material, and it is not restricted
to matters theological.

"Hot Toddy" (legitimate) is a rare thing in Oklahoma, as it
probably is in Korea. Whisky can be had, &nd in quantity,
but these pious hypochrites vote dry and get their kicks
from "Hadacol".

Very truly yours,

)
/ MOHGAN, Jr/

uMC




Address Reply to g™ PUBLIC WORKS OFFICE
Refer to No. FIFTH NAVAL DISTRICT
WOH:br Norfolk 11, Virginia

15 February 1951

Rear Admiral R. /. Bates, USN (Ret.)
Naval War College
Newport, R. I.

Dear Rafe:

I want to thank you sincerely for your fine letter of 9 February
extending your congratulations to me vpon my recent selection for
Rear Admiral (CEC). This, of course, has been a source of great
deligh: to myself and my family.

I wes especially interested in the cogent remarks contained in
your letter about promotion procedures in the Naval service, and
share with you the convictions that you have as to this.

Ve came to Norfolk from Washington last June and I reported here
the day after the Korean incident, so that we have really been in
high gear and are now in the midst of a very comprehensive Public
Works construction program, with much more to Pollcw all to e
proportion that far exceeds the imagination as to a peacetime
development.

I will look forward to sesing you at some future time in Newport
and thank you personally for the very fine expression of con-
gratulations to me,

*7ith kindest personal rezards from Kathleen an¢ myself.
alncerely yours,

Y. 0. HII T\BI
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165 WEST SCHOOL LANE .
PHILADELPHIA 44, PENNSYLVANIA

Feb :[6, 1951,
Dear Rafe:

It does seem odd that you, with all your clerical
help and spare time, never seem able to answer a letter or
even keep up a line of commmunications.However it is a phen-
omenon that is peculiar to ocur Navv({I found it non-existant
in the Army), I would like to hear from you ohece in a while
even if it's just a post card.lfow that Tully has ""gone native"
in England, you and "Horse"™ Pennoyer are my last correspondants
in the clasSess.the worst-organized class in history, by the
vyl

There 1s no parbicular news here except that the
ice carnival is to be held on YMarch 2nd and 3rd..I am billed
as "Santa Clausin the "Swiss Christmas ballet”.

Did you go to the wedding of liark Sperry'sdauvghter?
She married into the Navy I understand, '

liother continues to imprdve and is out almost daily .
in the ecar.She never misses a Sunday in Crurch.She would send
love 1f she knew I were writing you.

Drop off here and see us some day if you are in the
neighborhood or en route to or from ‘ashington,

Sincerely,

Te

PS..«Newbold Black, that young ROTC student that you so kiandly

advised last summer, is to be one of the stars in the skating
carnival,
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9t i?atricli in Bohemia

The haep’t once sang through Tara’s halls, will sing again this night,
We'll toast “The Bay e Lelebrate”, and sure, we'll toast it right!
The guest, St. Pat, the host our own St. John Ripomocene,

The whole of all Bohemia’ll be, a-wearin” o” the green.

Sure, 1 watched old Bowney’s portrait, and 1 swear 1 saw him wink,
And he said “How’s auld Bohemia, do they still mix my auld deink ?”
It’s still an undistressful land and we do keep your potheen,

And Thursday all Bohemia’ll be, a-wearin’ o” the green.

The songs will not be Slavie, we'll have tenors by the score,

We'll have music, we’ll have 'laughter, we'll have gaiety galore.
Bo tell “herself”, you won’t be home, put on your best cabeen,
Yor Thursday all Bohemia’ll be, a-wearin’ o the green.

William Augustine D Brien
Sire
Buests? Sure, you wouldn’t be comin” empty handed?

Bohemian Llub,
Thuesday, March 15, 1951.
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UniTeEp StATESs NAVAL INsTITUTE

February 21, 1951 ANNAPOLIS, MD.

Rear Admiral R. W. Bates, USN (ret)
Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island

Dear Rafe:

I was glad to get your letter of February 6,
and would have answered sooner except that our secretarial
staff was riddled with flu and is just getting back to
battery. Also that double dash strike and mail embargo
raised hell with our printing progran.

We shall look forward with interest to Admiral
Conolly's communication in regard to possible publication
by the Naval Institute of a textbook on international
law particularly designed for Naval officers as well as
officers of the other Servicesf possibly). You will under-
stand that the letter I sent up to you was just the be-
ginning of a survey. But the more opinions, criticisms,

and suggestions we can get, the better we shall like it.

I am crowding things in order to get away for
my annual vacation, which I take in Floricda. When I get
back I hope that we shall have the materizl from the War
College to go right to work on.

With best personal regards, I am,
Yours sincerely,

{
\3

Roy de S. Horn
Commander, U.S. Navy (ret)
Managing Editor




Conxanper Aurnipious Force
USITED STATES PACIFIC PLEET

24 February 1951

Commodore R. W. Bates, U, S. Navy
Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island

My dear Rafe:

It was very pleasant to receive your
letter of 9 February with the kind words expressed.

At the moment I am at Pusan more involved
with amphibious operations in reverse. Actually
We are very much in the ferry business moving
refugees and POW's, Also up at Inchon we are
undoing our own thorough job of democlitions to
harbor facilities in order to again mke use of
that port. The same may be said for roads, rail-
roads, bridges and tunnels which are wrecked one
day and restored the next.

I know, however, you are familiar with
the change in the situation in Korea which has
evolved since General Ridgway appeared on the
scene. It was more than a coincidence.

Again many thanks for the note from a
much esteemed o0ld friend.

With warm personal regards,

Sincerely yours,

=

I. N. KILA




DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
MILITARY SEA TRANSPORTATION SERVICE

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. IN REPLY REFER TO

9 March 1951

Rear Admiral Re. W. Bates, USN (Ret.)
Special Projects Section

Naval War College

Newport, Rhode Island

Dear Admiral Bates:

I am enclosing herewith a transcript of the question and
answer period following Admiral Halsey's recent lecture
at the Air University. This transcript was taken by a
recording stenographer at the Air University. I regret
that it is not as complete in its transcription as I had
hoped it would be. I think you will be able to determine
from reading it that the attitude of the audience was in
the main quite cordial and friendly. As an observer I
detected no evidence of hostility on the part of anyone
present. I hope this transcription may prove of some
help to you in your future studies.

With kindest regards.

Sincerely,




DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY | 44 Brimmer Street
OFFICE OF NAVAL. HISTORY Boston 8, Mass.

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 20 March 1951

Dear Rafe:z

I have only a limited number of separates of the article "Faith
of a Historian," and can spare you only one more g/ -

It is probably too late to have any more reprinted, but there was
some talk of the Secretary of the A.H.A., Dr. Guy Stanton Ford whose of-
fice is in the Library of Congress Annex, Washington, filling orders for A
the—sem®. If you get in touch with him, maybe he can furnish you some more.

You are at perfect liberty to have this copy photostated if you
camnot obtain copies any other way.

Sincerely yours,
(o 22

Samuel E. Morison

Commodore Richard W. Bates
Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island




‘uRICAN ‘STORICAL . AsstIA‘N '

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS ANNEX :STUDY ROOM 274
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

GUY STANTON FORD. EXECUTIVE SECRETARY March 29 ’ 1951

Rear Admiral R. W. Bates
Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island
Dear Admiral Bates:
We have a few extra copies of Cap-
tain Morison's address "Faith of s

Historian."™ We are sending you ten of

them, The charge will be $2.50,

Sincerely,

Giny Dllicn. Firk

Guy Stanton Ford
Executive Secretary

0&\




HOWARD B. SPRAGUE, M.D.

1180 BEACON STREET
BROOKLINE 46, MASSACHUSETTS

April 16, 1951

Admiral R. W. Bates
Naval War College
Newport

Rhode Island

Dear Admiral Bates:

Thank you for your letter of April 11th which I received
on my return from a speaking tour in the West. 1 should be
very glad to see you for your routine check-up in my office
and 1 will see about having the blood collected for the
centrifuge test.

1 am glad to learn that you have weathered the winter
which has been a pretty infected one in this part of the world.
1 am sure that you are rugged enough to carry out your offer
to put the flowers on the graves of your friends. Thanks for
the good advice about teking care of myself. 1 find that 1
am caught in the gears at least until 1 slip out of my present
job in June. Would it be all right for you if I made an

appointment for Wednesday, April 25th at two o'clock? We
send our kindest regards.

Cordially yours,

e o




"FORMBRLY
Riso & FISCHER
TAILORS
12~14 EAST 46 TH STREET

P Pe(cRolet g RISB'

NEW YORK

ARMY AND NAVY UNIFORMS

April 18, 1951

Rear Adm. R, W, Bates, USN
U.S.Naval War College
Newport, K.I.

Near Admirsl Bates:

I thank you very much for the order for the sport coat.
Since I last waw you, there has been another increase on labor
and material and therefore the price of this coat will be
$155.ooé, I want to be sure there will be no misunderstanding
about it.

In regard to the uniform serge I promised you, the reason
I 4id not do anything about it is that the source that I always
got my service material from has discontinued selling to the re-
tail trade unless I wanted it by the plece and I do not expect
to make uniforms at the prevailing prices. The Schwab Textile
Corporation has promised to send me a length as soon as they
have the material on hand as their stock was depleted on ac=-
count of the textile strike. Up to now I have not re-~sived
it and I doubt if you would be pleased with it for it ds not
the kind of cloth you wish. Your best bet is the uniform shops
as they bu¥ thelr materials ddrect and thus are never short.
If T come across anything good, will send it to you.

Comdr. A. G. Hatch was in last week and when I told him
you might call on him he was very much pleased and would have
a chance to talk over old times.,

I surely wlll take time out to see the Macarthur parade.

Do you expect to be down in the near future for a fitting
or shall I send it finished, no:tryon$g

With kind regards, I am

Yours very truly,

EJR/H
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